October 2011

Dear HOF Chapter Members and Friends:

Fall is truly a beautiful time of year as well as a time for a brief pause before the holiday season is upon us! So, in the spirit of reflection, I thought it would be a good time for some updated information to be posted!

Symposium:  Our annual fall symposium was held on Saturday, September 24, 2011 at the Polk State College auditorium. We had 25+ in attendance from our chapter as well as from other chapters in Florida, and our lineup of speakers kept our interest throughout the morning and early afternoon. Since the theme was “Making Sense of our Senses” we had speakers representing hearing, sight and smell (aromatherapy!). It would be impossible to detail just how interesting and informative the sessions were, but everyone there will agree that we learned something from each of our speakers. Our final session for the day was presented by Ms. Brenda Hurley and dealt with everything from advocacy in Washington, D. C., to security breaches and HIPAA! Brenda has such a wealth of knowledge to share, and she shares it in such a delightful way that the time just flies by! We would like to thank all of our presenters for their contribution to our symposium.

Relay for Life:  The Winter Haven Relay for Life Kick-Off is scheduled for Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Winter Haven Campus of Polk State College. We are still looking for a “team captain” for the HOF team. Our chocolate sales continue to be a great source of fundraising income to go toward our team’s contribution to the cause of cancer research. You can register for the HOF team online, so don’t hesitate to join us!

October meeting: It is time for nomination of new officers! I cannot believe how this year has flown by already. I deeply appreciate ALL of the help and encouragement that I have received this past year, and I know that our new officers will receive that same level of encouragement and support! 

November meeting:  Monday, 11/14/11, at Winter Haven Hospital Education Classroom F at 6:30 p.m. Our scheduled speaker for this meeting is a diabetic teacher/nutritionist. We will have the speaker first, with the short business meeting to follow. 

December meeting: Traditionally, we have the December meeting at the Longhorn restaurant at 11:00 a.m. on the second Saturday in December. We do a gift-exchange game ($5.00 or less in value) and enjoy visiting with each other. Details will be announced at the November meeting. 

To sum it all up, there is still a lot going on, and we need you to come be part of the excitement!

Sincerely,

Joyce Steele, 2011 HOF President

